





agencies also report incidents involving the
recovery of improvised explosive devices,
explosives, and military ordnance.

Another part of the unit's information services
program is the collection, collation, and
dissemination of technical information about
improvised devices, render safe procedures,
explosives research, and bomb technician
equipment. The principal publications through
which this is accomplished are as follows:

* Special Technician Bulletins contain technical
information intended for HDS certified bomb
technicians. Detailed in this type of publication
are render safe techniques, specialized equipment,
unusual improvised explosive devices, and
technical safety information.

* Investigator Bulletins contain technical
information useful to the public safety officer
trained to conduct a bombing crime scene
investigation. This technical data includes
information on bomb construction and potential
crime scene hazards.

* General Information Bulletins delineate the
results of private tests on bomb handling and
detection equipment, general evacuation
procedures, and the elements necessary for good
physical security.

* Statistical Digests contain charts and graphs
reflecting annual bombing incidents that occur in
the United States and its territories, as well as
statistics relating to hoax devices, recoveries of
improvised devices, explosives, and military
ordnance. This data is collected and reported in
accordance with the provisions set forth in the
Uniform Federal Crime Reporting Act of 1929, as
amended. This encompasses federal, state and
local public safety agencies, who make significant
contributions to reporting this data to the FBI.

INTELLIGENCE PROGRAM

A primary goal of law enforcement is to prevent
a terrorist act before it occurs. The value of an
enhanced intelligence base in preventing acts of
terrorism should not be underestimated. For this
purpose, the BDC participates in a variety of
channels and forums through which information
is shared on a continuing basis within the United
States and with various law enforcement and
intelligence agencies around the world.

FOREIGN COOPERATION

The BDC operates as a clearinghouse for
information on bombing incidents and new render
safe procedures as reported in the United States

and abroad. Contact is maintained with Bomb
Data Centers in several countries. When
circumstances dictate, the international Bomb Data
Center community can be relied upon for
immediate information and expertise.

ONLINE CAPABILITIES

The FBI has established the Law Enforcement
Online (LEO) system, a restricted online service
that provides a secure means of communication
for law enforcement and public safety personnel.
Within the LEO system, the BDC has a site that
provides bombing related information exclusively
for the bomb technician and investigator
communities.

Recently, the BDC implemented the Automated
Incident Reporting System (AIRS) which gives
agencies the capability to report incidents involving
explosive and incendiary bombings, hoax bombs,
recoveries of explosives, military ordnance and
improvised explosive devices online through LEO.

General information may also be obtained from
the FBI's Home Page website at www.fbi.gov.

COMPUTER REFERENCE LIBRARY

The FBI's Laboratory maintains the largest single
computer reference library in the world for
identification purposes. The Explosives Reference
Tool (EXPeRT), formerly known as the Explosives
Reference and Search System or EXPRESS, is a
windows-based, searchable document database
that can be used to assist FBI Laboratory examiners
in the forensic investigation of bombing incidents.
EXPeRT consists of a repository of case reports and
technical information related to explosives and
explosives related devices. This database combines
FBI Laboratory forensic examination reports with
evidentiary photographs to allow a quick and
accurate retrieval of information related to the
forensic examination being performed. The
information within EXPeRT is organized into four
major collections:

* FBI Explosives Unit Reports - laboratory
reports and associated photographic images
pertaining to past and current bombing cases. FBI
field office communications, photographs of
forensic evidence, laboratory examination reports
and notes are contained in this collection.

* Manufacturer Data - manufacturer data
(textual and photographic) related to explosives
and associated hardware used to build explosive
devices. Data detailing the physical characteristics
of explosives and explosives related items such as
initiators are contained in this collection.
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Two thousand three hundred (2,300) bombing incidents
were reported to the Bomb Data Center (BDC) in 1998.
That is a 4% increase over the previous year’s reported
bombings (2,217).

The use of explosives in bombings accounted for 77%
of the incidents, 20% of the incidents were incendiary,
and the remaining 3% of the incidents were both
explosive and incendiary in nature.

ACTUAL AND ATTEMPTED BOMBINGS

In 71% of the bombing incidents, the devices were
“successful,” defined as either detonating or igniting,
and 29% were “unsuccessful.” Explosive devices
detonated as planned 72% of the time and incendiary
devices ignited 71% of the time.

LOCATION

Of the 2,300 bombing incidents for 1998, 1,040 (45%)
occurred in the Western states. Five hundred and fifty-
four (24%) occurred in the Southern states, which
includes Washington, D.C. and Puerto Rico and 531
(23%) in the North Central States. The Eastern states
endured 8% of the bombings (175).

TIME

Of the 2,300 bombing incidents, most of the attacks,
64%, were perpetrated between six in the evening and
six in the morning. The remaining 36% of the bombings
were evenly distributed between the late morning and
afternoon hours.

The time between six p.m. and six a.m. was popular
for residential bombings as 64% of the incidents against
private property occurred during this time. Seventy-
three percent of the vehicular bombings and 60% of
the businesses were bombed during the evening and
early morning hours.

Sixty percent of the bombings targeting educational
facilities occurred during the early morning and
daytime hours.

INJURIES AND DEATHS

Casualties from bombings numbered sixteen (16) in
1998 versus eighteen (18) in 1997. Bombs also injured
fewer people in 1998, 160 injuries versus 204 in 1997.

PROPERTY DAMAGE

We calculated damage to properties in 1998 at 6 million
dollars. That is a decrease from the 9 million in
monetary damage reported for 1997.
RECOVERIES OF DEVICES

To be tabulated as a recovery, the device must have
been without a target. Examples of this are devices
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seized during routine traffic stops or while executing
a search warrant. There were 869 incidents involving
a recovery of an improvised explosive or incendiary
device. This is a 7% decrease from 1997, in which 939
recoveries were reported. Additionally, there were
1,116 incidents associated with military ordnance.
Oftentimes, these items were found to be war souvenirs.

Recoveries of Improvised Devices

Year Number of Incidents

1994 1,009

1995 851

1996 730

1997 939

1998 869
HOAXES

Six hundred and twenty-nine (629) incidents involved
hoax devices in 1998. This is a decrease of 25% versus
1997 (838 hoax incidents). For our purposes, a
suspicious package such as unclaimed luggage in an
airport, or an accidentally forgotten briefcase was not
tabulated as a hoax. This is because there was no
target or intention for mischief associated with the
forgotten items.

CATEGORIES (NEW)

In 1998, we began capturing Theft of Explosives and
Lost/Missing Explosives. Agencies were requested
to report incidents involving theft or loss of
commercial and military explosives. There were 7
thefts of explosives and 5 lost/missing explosives
reported.
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IMPROVISED EXPLOSIVE AND INCENDIARY DEVICES

Explosive/ E]é%'r?gii;?/
Incendiary Combineéll

INITIATION

Electrical 154 16
Non-Electrical 7779 51
Unknown 434 1
Total 8367 68
FUNCTIONING METHODS

Time Delay 7490 60
Command Wire 16 0
Radio Control 2 0
Impact 355 2
Pressure 3 1
Pressure Release 7 1
Pulling 17 0
Pushing 2 0
Other 9 0
Unknown 466 4
Total 8367 68
INITIATORS

Electric Detonators 65 5
Non-Electric Detonators (Shock Tube) 10 0
Non-Electric Detonators (Safety Fuse) 431 10
Other, Commercial 3766 5
Improvised 1715 21
Unknown 961 6
Hobby Fuse 1419 21
Total 8367 68

Totals reflect improvised explosive and incendiary devices used in bombings (actual, attempts and
accidental) and devices that were recovered, for example, in a search of a residence.
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RRE T ERSEYING HoAX DEVICES
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PEOPLE INVOLVED IN HOAX
DEVICE INCIDENTS

Apparent
Invgle/ement Total
Young Offenders 85
Organized Crime 0
Gangs 6
Bikers 6
Family 20
Terrorist Groups 7
Drugs/Narcotics 25
Other 98
Unknown 382
MOTIVATIONS IN HOAX
DEVICE INCIDENTS
Apparent

IE)/I%tive Total
Personal Animosity 29
Monetary Gain/Extortion 61
Intimidation 54
Vandalism 9
Publicity 8
Revenge 22
Sabotage/Subversion 3
Protest 10
Terrorism 9
Suicide 4
Racism 1
Experimentation 18
Other 64
Unknown 337
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PEOPLE INVOLVED IN BOMBING AND
ACCIDENTAL INCIDENTS

Apparent
Involvement

Young Offenders
Organized Crime
Gangs

Family

Terrorist Groups

Drugs/Narcotics

Bikers

Other

Unknown

MOTIVATIONS IN BOMBING AND
ACCIDENTAL INCIDENTS

Apparent
Motive

Personal Animosity
Monetary Gain/Extortion
Intimidation
Vandalism

Publicity

Revenge
Sabotage/Subversion
Protest

Terrorism

Suicide

Racism
Experimentation
Other

Unknown

Total

846

55
61

29

113
1184

Total

146
16
88

943

76
26
12
207

14
752
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...in English —
...and in Spanish






