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Ambrose Hall celebrates centennial
By Tony Berardi

T h e  c o r n e r s t o n e  o f  t h e  n e w
diocesan  St. Ambrose was laid Sunday
at 3 o’clock p.m. Not withstanding the
dark clouds arising at the time with
sure indications of rain, a very large
concourse of people was present: it be.
ing the first time that many of them
had the opportunity of gazing upon the
college grounds, everyone present was
de l i gh ted  w i t h  t he  l oca t i on .  It i s
without a doubt, one of the most corn-
modious and beautiful sites for educa-

tional purposes in the west The Iowa
: Messenger July 11, 1885

When the cornerstone for Ambrose
HatI w a s  l a i d  b a c k  i n  1 8 8 5 ,  t h e

i hitding was four times smaller than
: h is today. The very presence of this
i mqure is a constant reminder of the

manY Years St. Ambrose has served its
tidents a s well as the community.

se College began to
rose Hall. During the

the 20th century a
ditions were added in

ccomodate the College’s
tion. With each addi-

new story of the College

marks the 100th anniversary
Ambrose  Hall. The cornerstone con-
&$?umber  of items of the dayfJ

such as newspapers and books. Rev.
George McDaniel, who lives in Am-
brose Hall, had suggested to the ad-
ministation that some sort of com-
emorat ive ceremony might  be in
order. McDaniel presented the idea of
a plaque which would have been plac-
ed above the cornerstone. All of this
was to take place in conjunction with
the commencment ceremony of the
class of 1985.

The suggestion never went any fur-
ther than that. The administration did
not seem to see the need for such a
dedication. Edward Rogalski, Vice-
President, said the matter had been
considered but no immediate action
was being taken

Ambrose Hall is one of the oldest
and proudest symbols St. Ambrose
has. It seems quite appropriate that
some sort of recogition  should have
been given. So far the only recognition
that the building rece!ved was the top-
pling of the statue that used to face
Locust St. For the first time since
1895,  one of  the Col lege’s  most
famous institutions fell victim the most
mindless and cruel acts of vandalism,
last Saturday night.

Surely, we can treat our cherished
landmarks with more respect then has
been shown. The Statue as well as Am-

brose Hall represents all that the Col-
lege is and ever was for the last 103
years.

Baecke lecture
Richard E. Geiger, asociate pro-

fessor of history, will present a Baecke
Chair of Humanities lecture Nov. 25,
1985, at 7:30 p.m. in the Galvin Fine
Arts Center.

Geiger’s lecture, “Insights into
Medieval Belguim,” is based on his
research and his findings as a Baecke
Scholar in Europe. His lecture will in-
clude a color slide presentation.

Geiger’s academic specialty is the
history of the Middle Ages. Geiger
servedas  the 1984-85 occupant of the
endowed Baecke Chair of Humanities
at St. Ambrose, and devoted a portion
of hissabbatical to further study the
Belguim component of the medieval
and Rennaisance periods of world
history.

His lecture will focus on the physical
layout of medieval cities in Belguim as
they exist today. Investigating the
religous and economic charchters of
m o d e r n  B r u g g .  G h e n t ,  Antwerp,
Brussels, Tournai and Leuven.


