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Hayes Hall, the combination of a
dnary and classroom building, has
been  in existance on the SAU campus
kr 22 years, thanks to Bishop Ralph

Hayes.
UDon’t  let the old man down” were

prords often said to bring in many
donations  after one of the Bishops’
frirrdraising appearances for the new
seminary.  The plans for this new building
me laid out in January of 1966 and the
a product appeared in December of
1967.  Bishop Hayes became the only
~.&op to be honored with a building
wed after him.

Bishop Hayes was the fifth bishop of
Davenport  and was also the president of
tfre board of directors here at SAU. He
&n his  pr iesthood in Pi t tsburgh
&re he served as superintendent of
&ools until he was ordained Bishop of
Relna,  Mont. He was then transferred to
tire North American College in Rome
until the beginning of World War II
where he served as rector. In December
of 1965, he attended the historic Vatican
II Council in Vatican City.

When Hayes Hall offically opened it
had an overflow of 60 seminarians. The
faculty apartments had to be used by
seminarians as triple rooms in order to
accommodate everyone.

The enrollment of seminarians has
dropped since the late 1960s. Presently,
the building is used by all SAU students
for mathematics,theology and philo-
sophy classes.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION CEN IER..  .this planned Field House will serve prlmanly  for the
teaching of phystcal  educatton  and as a work-shop for students majoring in physlcal  educa.
bon.  Although the gymnasium wll be avallable  for mter.colleglate  athletic  contests, the Cal.
lege feels that the maon purpose of thas center is the development of strong bodaes through
a contmued aggresswe  phywal  education and intramural sports program. Present plannmg
calls for the field house. scheduled for construction m 1971, to be deslgned so that It may
be aed for cwc events sponsored by groups and commumties  in thns area.

Lee Lohman Sports Arena

Lee Lohman Arena is one of the
modern buildings on the SAU campus.

The sports center officially opened on
May 5, 1983. The building was a neces-
sity because the old gym was inadequate
- plaster was chipping and the gym was
too small to accomodate the growing
number of activities for both men and
women. SAU decided to add on a new
improved building to generate a healthy
atmosphere for fitness.

The building campaign was initiated
by the Board of Directors and was
funded by private individuals and con-
tributions from various companies,
friends and alumni. Today, Lee Lohman
consists of offices, lockerooms, training
and coaching facilities, two small weight
rooms with equipment, classrooms,
three racquetball courts, a track and a
basketball court.

About 72 activities take place in Lee
Lohman Arena. There are 13 varsity
sports, 21 intramural activities, aerobics
and physical education classes. Mercy
Hospital, Davenport, also uses the
machine for rehabilitation and Special
Olympics. I n  t h e  s u m m e r ,  SAU
sponsors the National Youth Sports
Program, and Lee Lohman is the center
of the group’s activities.

Dr. Leo Kilfoy, director of Lee
Lohman, says the Arena is adequate for
all of today’s student, faculty and com-
munity needs.

But not everyone is satisfied with the
new building. John Furlong, coach of the
football and baseball teams, says the
gym has good basketball facilities but
says there could be room for more
locker  and training room space to
accomodate all athletes.

The parking lot also is an area of dis-
agreement because it is often over-
crowded during basketball games.

Freshman Dawn Strittmatter says the
weight room also should be improved.

“More equipment could be added and
the room better ventilated and ex-
panded,” she says.

Most students, however, say that the
sports center is satisfying their fitness
needs and will continue to play a big part
in today’s health conscious world.

Galvin Fine Arts Center

Few St. Ambrose students may be
aware of the benefits that the Gaivin
Fine Arts Center offers the St. Ambrose
community, but even fewer are aware of
the story of its completion.

The creation of the new building was,
for the most part, in response to the
poor accomodations  for the music, art
and speech departments.

The music department was located in
an old building that was built in 1942 to
teach naval cadets during World War II.
The building was supposed to last only
two to 10 years, but by 1960 its
retirement was overdue.

“Not only didn’t they have enough
space, all of the instruments and stuff
were poorly protected. Anybody could
have npped off a $30,000 grand piano,”
says John Schmits,  associate professor
of art.

The music department is now located
in the west wing of Galvin.

The art department was located in
Lewis Hall, where the psychology
department is now. It is now in the
ground and basement floor on the east
side of Galvin.

The speech depar tment ,  now in
Galvin, was statioined in the basement
of the McMullen Library.

“Galvin’s design was heavily in-



fluenced by other buildings in the
midwest,” says the Rev. James Greene,
head of the music department. Greene
says the horseshoe design was used to
keep the music and mass communica-
tion departments separate because of
their sound requirements.

In order for SAU to receive federal aid
in the construction, the building has to
contain facilities for teaching engineer-
ing.

When the building was completed, the
large room at the north end of the
basement became part of the engineer-
ing department.

“Unfortunately, six years after the
thing was built, the field of engineering
took a nose dive,” says Schmits. The
demand changed from civil to industrial
engineering and SAU also changed its
engineering program, moving engineer-
ing out of Galvin.

“The main advantage (of Galvin) to
the departments is that they now have
new facilities, more space and more
storage,” Schmit  says. “It’s the
difference between day and night.”

But the new addition to the Ambrose
campus didn’t happen overnight. The
construction of Galvin began in the fall of
1968 with the removal of SAU-owned
houses on the proposed site. The build-
ing was planned to open in the fall of 1969
but was finally completed in 1971. The
total cost was $1.9 million, $462,000 was
paid for with a federal grant.

“Between the strikes and the weather,
it was a long time in coming,” says
Schmits.” People who worked and lived
on the other side of the campus would
make little tours once every month and
see how things were going. They would
say, ‘It doesn’t look any different than it
did a month ago. When are you guys
going to get in there?“’

However, the construction period was
not without interesting events.

As with any construction sight, Galvin
was a magnet for children who were
bored with the usual playgrounds.

“We spent half our time looking out
the window to see if there were any kids
floating around out there,” says Schmits
as he recalls once when two neighbor-
hood kids almost drowned while playing
near Galvin’s flooded foundation.

Greene remembers that the unlocked
and exposed stairs to the roof of Galvin
also attracted curious children in search
of a new jungle gym.

“ T h e y  h a d  t h e  C h i p p e w a  I r o n
Workers working on it, and that was fun
w a t c h i n g  t h o s e  g u y s  w o r k , ”  s a y s
Schmits. The workers traveled world
wide working the high irons and are
known for their daring practice of walk-
ing on high construction beams and rid-
ing on beams being lifted by cranes.

Shortly after completion, Galvin’s first
major event was Mozart’s “Mass in C
Minor.”

On May 24. 1974.  the center was
dedicated to Paul V G&in. Gaivtn, who
died In 1959, was the founder ot
Motorola, Inc., and is credited wtth
developtng t h e  ftrst commerctally
successful car radto and developtng the
walkie-talkte  durtng World War I I HIS
widow. Virgtnta  Galvtn-Plper, donated
$350.000 as a gttt to SAU for the new
butiding.

Madsen Hall !s named after
Monstgnor  Cletus Madsen, the fat-mer
head of the mustc department.

The Cattch  Gallery is named after the
Rev. E.M. Catich  known for his ground-
breaking work In calligraphy.

Allaert Hall was named after Wilbur
Alleart, who donated atr condlttoning
and other Items to SAU‘s TV-II.

“Wilbur Allaert was In the business ot
reclatmtng  dead animal  carcusses and
selling the fats and olis to chemictii  com-
panies. H e  m a d e  g o o d  m o n e y  H e
donated money to SAU. and to thank
htm  t hev named a set tlon of t hc buiidtng
after htm.” says Schmtts.

The creatton of t111’ Gcllwn Flnc,  Arts

Center has opened up new opportunties ?
for SAU s:udents. The most notlcabie  of *’
these IS 7%.  1 I.

The area now occupied by the TV-11
STU~~IOS  was ongtnslly  planned to be filled .
wt:h sand having only a crawl space to
repair piumblny  a n d electnctry.  T h e  !
SAU-run television  start
In 1978 with some help from Cos Cable.

“Cos wanted to put a microwave  on

top oi G&VI  a n d  w e  w e r e abie to
negotiate a channel In return,”
Rev ShepIer.
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The iavrsh  stud&  it TV-11  have be-
c o m e  a  vaiuabie  tratnlng g r o u n d  f o r  :
students entertng the fteid of broadcast :
media.

“Many s c h o o l s  don’ t  have the  equi- ’
pment,” says Shepler. “Thev lust teach
the theory,”

The Gaivtn FIW Arts Center  also has
brought many benefits tO the surround-

events.


