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hfarconi and (he completion of Interstate llighway 80 for (he
&11ise  of fonthall. What he meant by that, of course, was that (Ile
inventi~m  of radio had provided peol1le with arress (0 o(l1er (ha11
l0(2l gdmes. ‘I’he completion of (he i11terstate  highway system had
made Iowa City - and Rig Ten foott1all  - only 55 minutes away
from I)avenpor(.  St. Ambrose could hardly thrive against (hat sort
of competilion, and mounting a football team each year had t)e-
come a most  serious financial loss. Matters would stay (hat way
until 1974. Then would come introduction of club football at $t
Amhse,  and then the reintroduction of intercollegiate foo(l)all’in
1977.

In 1)ecemher  of 1959, 1: (ta ier . e 1astian  Menke was al~poin(etl9 I
tlran of the new Last 1 lall tlorn1itory. Students woultl  begin mov-

irig into (l1e con1l~letetl  structure shortly. Ile was rel&ce(l  ;1s
student chaplain, temporarily,  by I:ather John l)olan. I:a(he1
1)&m would remain in (hat position untii Septernt)er  of 1960
when Father John .J. Hyrns  was named chaplain of the College.
I:a(her Ijyrns, though not a member of the teaching faculty as
such, came to the College from a career in the service during which
tinie he had suffered extensive leg in.juries. An apartment

- now(he stucfent  chaplain’s office - was prepared fnr him in the chapel
itself and he liveil  (l1ere.

‘I‘he c*ompletion  of Last Ilall in 1960 meant the end of tl1e
student barracks (hat had been put up by the navy during Worltl
War II. ‘I’he building was designed in (he form of an “I I.” Each

floor had student rooms and a faculty suite, originally designed to
be occupieil by a priest. The building, though beautiful on the
outside had some lamentable  defects. The showers were uncon-
~rnll;1l,l~.  No matter what temperature the dial was set at, there
would invariably  be either a spurt of ice-cold water 01 a  spurt of

sc;1l(ling-h0(  water in the middle of a person’s shower. ‘f’his  was
ratlseil  hy (he use of water connected to the same pipe in some
o(l1er  IXlrl  of (he huilrling. ‘l’lle defect exists to this ddy.

Eve11 in (lie old times, when periods of silence were illV~~li~:~l  in
(lnrmitnries, it was impossilde to have a quiet atmospl1ere  in East
I Id. Lack of carpeting on the floors and the thin quality of the

(lnors  always enabled you to recognize a person who w;1S coming
by his footsteps from several feet away. Noise carried unheliev-
ably.

One of (lie advantages of the building was its central air condi-
tioning. The trouble  was that the air conditioning either never got
turned on, or it was in a somewhat permanent state of disrepair.
‘I’he place gradually became (he least popular of the residence

IraIls n11 (‘i\n1()\1s,  eve11  (l10~1gl1  it Wi\S (he newest. It is referreil (n l1y
currenl  students as “lKiIS1  IlLAl.”

With (he demise of football at St. Ambrose, the first two yey of
(he ’60s saw strong developments in the other sports. Len h1lfoy
was named director  of athletics in 1960, and began to a&l a great
deal of emphasis (0 (he development of an intramural program. It
is (hat intramural program which probably forms the highpoint  of
athletic activity at the College. l’here are an estimated 1,200

students wha l’articipate  in (Ire various sports every year.
()I) [lie in(ercollegii)(e  level, tlle College continuetl IO tleVCl~)l)  rhe

excellence of its tennis tCilll1, WlIiclI lIi\s remained OUlsli~nIlil~g  IO

(Iris very day. ‘l’l1ere  ;rlso  was new emphasis on (rack 4 CWSS-*
~~un(ry under (he excellent tutoring ;lI~lllty  Of ItOY ()\VCI~.

Owe11 was aln1nst (he perfect coach. 1 fis tean1s wollltl he record-
Ibreaking until Iris del>i1l‘ttlrC from (lie C:nllege in (lie 1970s.  1 It:
w.1~ ,\lsn sensi(ive  al,ou( (he academic develolm1ent Of his il(l1l~tes.
I ;e1;1e111\1er  in (he ’60s  talking to a student ~110 was on (he (rack
(e?m. ‘l’l1at  particular aftgrnoon he happened to be in a cold sweat
&ause h,lr. Owen, though it was before the track season opened,
I1:i(l insisted on a meeting with the track team that afternoon. The
(lifficulty  \vils that semester grades had just come out, and (he
(r?ck lean1 as a whole had not reached a 3.0 averilge.  ‘L-he  l~lm-

l);rs were certain  that  there was going t0 be the devil  to pay dm


