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hlcnkc’s  administration was the period when students came of
age. I le was one of the first to begin student participation in
institutional matters. As early as 1967, Ambrose students were
appointed to various academic and administrative committees of
tbe (:ollege. When be left office, the ljresitlent of the Student
(;overnment Association had become a non-voting member of the
St. A1111)rose  board of directors. It was hlenke who recommcntletl
tl1nt  tJ1r \)oatd  of directors allow a dul) bar to be opened on the
~III~JIIS  1vbr11  the drinking age in lowa was retlud to 19 years.
I Ic \vo111~1 ;~lw;iys  insist that students sl1011ltl  be given rights, along
wit11  tlie reaiization  of the accompanying responsibilities.

It \vas hlcnkc wlm converted tl1e (:ollege to a coeducational
systc111.  I )uring iris  ;~tl11iitristr;~tiot~, tire size of the library was
doubled. I le reinstated the Hacl1elor  of Science degree. IIe was
among tI1e first to inaugurate an educational program for under-
privileged students. IIe expanded degree offerings to include a
whole Ilost  ol’ new majors. 1 Ie directed a $6,000,000  development
drive tbat  resulted in itie erection of I Iayes IIall, South IIall,  and
tbe nc\v Fine Arts and Comn1111~ications  Center. During his atl-
1ninisfr~ntior1  ttte Imtlget was increased apl)roximately  75 percent.
I Ir in~titr1lrd  the business management education series and ex-
tcmlrfl III~ ~)Iiysicnl  cduc.ation fac,ilitics.  ‘I’bcsc wcrc no mean
achievenncnts  for a presidency of only nine years.

\Vbile aII the strife and misery of die merger was going on tliere
wcrc s01iif good things bappcning  on campus as well. ‘I’be  autlito-
rium in the new Fine Arts Building was opened on hday 15tb with
a sl1ecia1 concert by IIelen Vann1.* ‘I’bis  was in 1971. That  same
year, hlargaret ‘I’ietlemann, then secretary and assistant to the
president of IV. C. Block Corporation, Davenport, became the
first woman member of the board of directors of St. Ambrose
College.

In Scpteml)er of 1972 the pul)  opened. It was one of the first of
its kind. ‘I‘be  Iowa laws regulating consumption of liquor had
reduced tl1e legal age from 21 to 19 and then in July of 1972 to 18
years of’ age. h ionsignor hlcnke 1n;mngetl to get the board of
directors to consent to opening a private club on the campus to
serve Ijeer and alcoholic beverages.

‘I’he arguments from the disciplinary point of view were com-
pelling. ‘I’be  students who were likely to go out to bars and smash
windows on the way home would now  be able to drink in a
controlled situation where, presumably, they would be kept fro1n
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having too muc1i, and they would not have as far to go home. It
was also tbougbt that it would be a place wberc faculty ant1
students could meet in a less formal atn~ospbere  ~JI;II~ the dnss-
room. ‘I‘be  whole thing would somehow operate uncler tbc joint
sponsorsbil) of the Student Government Association and tl1e.footl
service, and everything  would be overseen by tbe atlministr-at ion.

‘I‘be quarters were somewhat dingy. It was loc.atc(l  i11 the far
~xlo~t~ of’ tl~e Student (:entcr.. ‘I‘lris room, tltc for.111~  sr1;lc.k IJnr tl1c
13eclrive,  l1atl  always been l)oorly-lit, and the venlil;1tio11  w;1s i,;ld.
It rc1n:rinetl  so. It also remai11ctl the snack bar until 4 p.111., W~ICII it

was magically turned into the pub.  hlembcrsbip cards were rc-
quirctl. ‘l’liey were only pricctl 50 cents or so atid anyone assocjat-
et1 wit11  tbc College migl1t purcbnse one. For tl1c 1nost l1a1.t  it
worked out well. ‘I’here have been sqr1al~bles  from time to ti1ne
there have been unfo1~tunate  occurrences from time to time, but I)):
and large, it was one of the earliest and most successf’ul exljeri-
ments of this sort at any college in the country.

‘I’be first year of the pub, which ra1ne to be known officially as
“l’llc  I&t c:hss,”  I11ouglit  ;11iotlIcI*  milcslonc.. Origir1;1lly, tltc
prices bad been set by the Student Government Assoc~iation  in
consultation with the food service. ‘I’bey began by dinrging 05
cents for hlanhattans and martinis. ‘I’be  faculty informctl tl1e
Student Government Association tl1at  tlie price was too I1igl1.  ‘I‘llc
Student Govermnent  lowcretl  the price to 55 cents. It was tbc 011l)

time witbin the nicrnor-y of living man that tire Student ~~~TI~II-

ment Association bad ever done, willingly, what the faculty asked
it to do.

It \VaS  9 I years to Ilie tl;ly  Cr01n  tbc fountl;1tion  of tl1r (:oIl(~g(~,
Srpl”IIllxT  5 ,  1973, \vl~cn \Villiam .J. Ilakrow assI1111ctl  l1is dr1tic.s
as th(. I I tb ~1rcsitlcnt  0C St. Aml)rose. It was tile fjrst ti111c  tl1,1t  tJ1r
office Ilad not been oc~c:u~1ictl  I)y a ljriest  of the I )ioc,ese  of l );1\~11-
IwI’t.  ‘I‘l1C1~ \vas IIotIc  \vl10  \v;1s  ready or willi11g.

‘I’bc bo~1rtl  s t a r t e d  tlie sclcction  l)rocess witlr ;1 i)rcsitlenti;rl
sc:1rd1  c~on1niiltcc.  ~~~nil~oscd  of f;1ciilty,  atl1ilir1isl1.ntior1  arltl strr-
clcnls. ‘l‘l1cy  I1;1tl  begun rccciving a~)plicntions - tl1c1.c  \\‘cI‘c  15.4 01

tl~cili  - as C;lrly  as I~cb1~a1~y.  Seven apl)licants were intcr\~ic\vctl,
a~ltl  Hakro\v was tbc finni sclcction.  I Ie brougI1t  \vitb I1im ;in
irnl~rcssivr list of c~rctlcntials.

111  tbc time of his installation, Hakrow  was 49 years old. I lc bad
IxTIl  I~oI71 in Kansas, Ijut, as lie I1inisclCputs  it, conceived a desire -
at tl~r ril)c age of one nIontl1  - to move to Roclrcster,  New )‘ork,


